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ABSTRACT 



This 1997 KIDS COUNT data book provides a national and 
state-by-state (including the District of Columbia) compilation of benchmarks 
of the educational, social, economic, and physical well-being of children in 
the United States. Ten indicators of children's well-being are taken from 
government sources: (1) percent of low birth- weight babies; (2) infant 

mortality rate; (3) child death rate; (4) rate of teen deaths by accident, 
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The Child Death Rate decreased in sure declined in 20 states and increased in 30 

Figure 3. Birth Rate of 15- to 17-year-olds: 43 states, was unchanged in 1 state, and states and the District of Columbia. The Rate 

1985 to 1994 

increased in 6 states and the District of of Teen Deaths by Accident, Homicide, and 
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group of babies who will have to overcome 19-year-olds also declined during the 1991- 1994 and 1995- This recent decline has led 

high odds to thrive. 1994 period, and the decline has been experi- some experts to change their position on the 
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who have at least one parent who obtained a cent in 1985 to 26 percent in 1994 . Every state 

college degree (see Figure 2 on page 5 ). except Utah recorded an increase in this mea- 

Despite the enormous wealth in the sure between 1985 and 1994 . In Minnesota 

United States, our child poverty rate is among and West Virginia, the share of children living 
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